A new acetophenone trimer, named ebracteolatain C, along with two known diterpenoids was isolated from Euphorbia ebtacteolata. The structure of the compound 1 was elucidated as 1-[3, 5-bis-(3-acetyl-2, 6-dihydroxy-4-methoxy-benzyl)-4, 6-dihydroxy-2-methoxy-phenyl]-ethanone on basis of spectroscopic methods.
INTRODUCTION
The widespread genus Euphorbia (Euphorbiaceae) is the source of a large number of biologically active compounds. Euphorbia ebracteolata Hayata belonging to genus Euphorbia distributes widely in southeast of China [1] . The roots of this plant has been commonly used in traditional chinese herbal treat edema, indigestion, cough, asthma and chronic bronchitis [2] . Its metabolic pattern is heavily characterized by a series of complex abietane diterpenoids, igenane deterpenoids [3, 4] and acetophenone derivatives [5, 6] . We report herein the isolation, structural elucidation of the compounds [1-3, Fig. (1) ] from the species.
EXPERIMENTAL

General Experimental Procedures
UV spectra were obtained on a Shimadzu UV-2401 UV/VIS spectrometer in MeOH. IR spectra were recorded on a Bruker Tensor 27 spectrometer with KBr-disks. Mass spectra were obtained on a Agilent 1100 series LC/MSD Trap mass spectrometer (ESI-MS) and a Mariner time-offlight mass spectrometer with an electrospray interface (HR-ESI-MS), respectively. NMR spectra were recorded on Bruker AVANCE III-400 NMR ( 1 H: 400 MHz, 13 C: 100 MHz). Silica gel (100-200, 200-300 mesh) used for column chromatography and silica gel GF-254 for preparative TLC was purchased from Qingdao Marine Chemical Group Corp. (Qingdao, China). Sephadex LH-20 was purchased from Pharmacia Biotech (Uppsala, Sweden).
Plant Material
The whole plants of E. ebracteolata were collected in Shandong Province (China), 2011. The plant material was identified by Prof. Minjian Qin, China Pharmaceutical *Address correspondence to this author at the Huaqiao University, Xiamen 361021, China University. The voucher specimen (collection No. 11102707) was deposited in the Department of Natural Medicinal Chemistry, China Pharmaceutical University.
Extraction and Isolation Procedure
The air-dried rhizomes of E. ebracteolata (10kg) were extracted by 95% EtOH at 80 . The EtOH solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure to obtain a dark green extract (5310 g). The extract was dissolved and portioned with petroleum ether and ethyl acetate in turn to afford 1124 g and 1730 g respectively. The petroleum part was subjected to a silica gel column and eluted with petroleum ether-ethyl acetate system to afford 21 fractions (Fr. 1 to Fr. 21). Fr. 15 was subjected to an ODS column (MeOH-H 2 O, 5:5 to 8:2, v/v) to obtain ten fractions (Fr. 15A to Fr. 15J). Fr. 15G was purified with Sephadex LH-20 (CHCl 3 -MeOH, 1:1) and repeated silica gel chromatography to give compound 1 (4.4 mg), 2 (20.0 mg) and 3 (56.7 mg). (C-2′′, 4′′) indicated the ethanoyl groups were connected to C-1, C-1′ and C-1′′ respectively. In the HMBC spectrum, δ H 3.76 (2-OCH 3 ) correlated to δ C 109.72 and 114.26 (C-1 and C-3), δ H 3.89 (4′-OCH 3 ) correlated to δ C 105.85 and 92.68 (C-3′ and C-5′), δ H 3.81 (4′′-OCH 3 ) correlated to δ C 105.85 and 91.38 (C-3′′ and C-5′′) respectively which helped reveal that the methoxyl groups located in C-2, C-4′ and C-4′′. In the HMBC spectrum, 6-OH correlated with C-1 and C-5, 2′-OH correlated with C-3′, 6′-OH correlated with C-1′, 2′′-OH correlated with C-3′′, 6′′-OH correlated with C-1′′, which helped reveal the connection of the hydroxyl groups. In the HMBC spectrum, the correlation showed between δ H 3.89 and δ C 63.91 (2-OCH 3 ) revealed that C-3 and C-1′′ were connected through 3-CH 2 -1′′. In the NOESY test, δ H 3.82 correlated to 6-OH and 2′-OH, which suggested C-5 and C-1′ were connected through 5-CH 2 -1′. Compound 1 was then determines as 1-[3,5-bis-(3-acetyl-2,6-dihydroxy-4-methoxybenzyl)-4,6-dihydroxy-2-methoxy-phenyl]-ethanone. Key HMBC and NOESY correlations are shown in Fig. (2) . The NMR spectral data are listed in Table 1 . Fig. (2) . Key HMBC and NOESY correlations of compound 1. 
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